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SUBJECT:COMMUNIST LEGALIZATION 

1 . APRIL 10 MADRID PRESS CALLS LEGALIZATION COMMUNIST 
PARTY "GOOD NEWS, ABOVE ALL FOR NON-COMMUNISTS, BECAUSE 
IT CONTRIBUTES TO A CLARIFICATION OF THE POLITICAL 
ENVIRONMENT AND A NORMALIZATION OF THE SITUATION FACING 
THE ELECTIONS..." (EL PAIS); "A MESUARE THAT WILL SERVE 
ONLY TO INFLAME PASSIONS AND SPIRITS TOO CLOSE TO 
ELECTIONS THAT WE ALL WISH TO BE.. .PEACEFUL" (ABC). "IT 

IS RIGHT.. .THAT WE WANT TO SEE IN THIS ACT (LEGALIZATION) 

A FORMAL INVITATION, WITH TANGIBLE FACTS, TO OVERCOME 
THE OLD, HARD AND SAD NATIONAL DIFFERENCES." ARRIBA. 

2. EDITORIAL IN APRIL 10 EL PAIS (LEFT CENTER) CALLS 
LEGALIZATION GOOD NEWS "BECAUSE IT WILL ALSO CONTRIBUTE 
TO DEMYTHIFYING THE THEME OF COMMUNISM, FINDING ITS 
TRUE IMPORTANCE AND INFLUENCE IN THE SPANISH SPECTRUM 
AND ANALIZING THE DEMOCRATIC CREDIBILITY OF ITS PLATFORM... 
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FURTHERMORE, WITHOUT THIS MEASURE THE ELECTIONS OF NEXT 
JUNE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POLITICALLY REPRESENTATIVE... 

PLURALISM AND THE EXERCISE OF LIBERTY DO NOT ADMIT 
IDEOLOGICAL EXCEPTIONS OR TRIMMING. AN LIMITATION 
OF CIVIL RIGHTS - AND THERE IS NONE MORE SPECTACULAR THAN 
DEPRIVING A SECTOR OF THE POPULATION THE RIGHT TO VOTE - 
CAN EXTEND ITSELF LIKE A CANCER AND END WITH THE WHOLE 
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STRUCTURE IN RUINS. ..THE SITUATION OF ILLEGALITY OF 
THE PCE...WAS A CLUMSINESS THE PARTY ITSELF MADE GOOD USE 
OF... THE COMMUNISTS ARE GOING TO HAVE TO PUSH THEMSELVES 
TO GET A RESPECTABLE VOTE IN THE ELECTIONS - NONE OF THE 
POLLS OFFERS THEM. FOR THE MOMENT, MORE THAN EIGHT PERCENT- 
AND GET RID OF OLD HABITS, LIKE INFILTRATION INTO OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS, THAT THEY TOOK ON DURING THEIR CLANDESTINE 
PERIOD. THEY SHOULD ALSO KEEP IN MIND THAT THEY ARE ONE 
OF THE VERY FEW POLITICAL GROUPS THAT GO TO THE ELECTIONS 
WITH LEADERS AND IMAGES FROM THE CIVIL WAR, AND THIS 
SUGGESTS AN ADDITIONAL REJECTION BY SOME SECTORS OF THE 
POPULATION. 

3. "IS THE DEMOCRATIC POSITION OF THE COMMUNISTS MERELY 
TACTICAL, OR IS IT REALLY FELT? OR IS IT SIMPLY.. .A 
NECESSITY, ASSUMED BECAUSE OF THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF 
CONVINCING.. .THE EUROPEANS TO RENOUNCE THEIR TWO-CENTURY-OLD 
LIBERAL TRADITION?.. .THE EVOLUTION OF EUROPEAN COMMUNISM 

IS REAL AND ITS DETACHEMENT FROM MOSCOW IS EVIDENT ENOUGH. 
THIS IS NOTHING BUT THE MANIFESTATION OF A TRANSFORMATION 
IMPOSED BY THE EVOLUTION OF THE SOCIETIES OF THE WEST. 

BUT AT THE SAME TIME, LIBERTY IS A COLLECTIVE GOOD TOO 
IMPORTANT TO PERMIT ITS DESTRUCTION OR AMPUTATION... 

HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE IS UNFAVORABLE TO THE COMMUNISTS. 
WHEREVER THEY LAWLESSLY HOLD POWER, LIBERTY, UNDERSTOOD 
IN THE WESTERN SENSE, DOES NOT EXIST..." 

4. APRIL 10 ABC (DEMOCRATIC CONSERVATIVE) EDITORIAL: 

"ABC HAS POINTED OUT OVER THESE LAST MONTHS. ..THE 
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INCONVENIENCE OF PROCEEDING TO LEGALIZE, AT THIS MOMENT, 

A PARTY OF CLEARLY TOTALITARIAN OUTLINE AND HOSTORY AND 
WHOSE INSERTION INTO SPANISH LEGALITY THE SUPREME 
COURT SAID WAS IMPOSSIBLE WITHIN THE NEW TEXT OF THE 
REFORMED PENAL CODE. ..WE HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED IN THE 
NECESSITY OF PROCEEDING WITH THE MOST ELEMENTARY CAUTION... 

TO ASSURE THE INSTALLATION OF DEMOCRACY IN OUR COUNTRY 
...CAUTION WHICH IN EVERY CASE OBLIGES ONE TO LOOK AT, 

MORE THAN AT THE LETTER OF THE LAWS, THE MEAT OF THE 
HISTORY OF A PARTY AT WHOSE HEAD CONTINUE THE SAME LEADERS 
-DOLORES IBARRURI AND SANTIAGO CARRILLO - AS IN THE 
TERRIBLE YEARS OF OUR CIVIL STRUGGLE. 

5. "WITH NO DESIRE TO DRAMATIZE THINGS WE UNDERSTAND THIS 
TO BE A GRAVE DECISION AND AN ERROR BY OUR GOVERNMENT, 

AND WE ONLY DESIRE THAT THE MEN WHO HAVE TAKEN UPON 
THEMSELVES THIS GREAT RESPONSIBILITY WILL NOT HAVE TO 
REPENT FOR IT. 
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6. "SANTIAGO CARRILLO AND HIS FOLLOWERS ARE EUPHORIC... 

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE REST OF THE SPANISH.. .WHO DO NOT WANT 
TO TAKE COMMUNION WITH MARXIST-LENINIST IDEAS?”. 

7. APRIL 10 ARRIBA (CONSERVATIVE): "A HORIZON OF CONCORD, 

OF NORMALIZATION UNDER THE CROWN, OF THE OVERCOMING OF 
EXCLUSIONS, IS OPENED WITH THE RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNMENT... 
WE DO NOT MAKE ANY EVALUATION OF THE WEIGHT OF THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY ON THE SPANISH POLITICAL MAP IN THIS COMMENTARY. THAT 
WILL BE GIVEN BY THE POLLING BOOTHS AT THE PROPER MOMENT. 

BUT WE DO ECHO THE VALUE OF THE DECISION, WHICH WE 
FIND POLITICALLY REALISTIC AND JUDICIALLY CORRECT...” 

8. APRIL 10 YA (DEMOCRATIC CONSERVATIVE): "IN SYNTHESIS. 

WE NOTE THAT AN AUTHENTIC POLITICAL PROBLEM HAS BEEN 
RESOLVED... THE SUAREZ GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN UPON ITSELF 
ITS RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS MATTER AND CAN BE SECURE THAT 
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IT DID SO IN FAVOR OF THE NECESSITIES IMPOSED BY THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION. AN INCONGRUENCY WITH THE GENERAL 
SYSTEM OF POLITICAL REFORM HAS BEEN RESOLVED. AND THE 
ONLY ROAD THAT WE SHOULD ACCEPT IS NOW OPEN: ELECTIONS, 

AND THE COMMUNISTS THEMSELVES MUST DEMONSTRATE WITH DEEDS 
THAT WHAT THEY CLAIMED IN ORDER TO BECOME LEGAL IS 
TRUE. WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH." ITEM.RYLANCE 
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